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Overview of event: 

A group of local and international NGOs came together on 6 March 2013 to hold a Yemen Civil 

Society Panel Discussion at Chatham House. The event was attended by a number of high profile 

figures including Mr Alistair Burt, UK’s Middle East Minister; Dr Abdulla Al-Qirbi, Yemen’s Minister of 

Foreign Affairs; Dr Mohammad Al Saadi, Yemen’s Minister of Planning & Cooperation; Mr Sakhr Al 

Wajeeh, Minister of Finance; and Mr Jamal Benomar, the UN’s special envoy to Yemen. 

The panel discussion comprised of two sessions; the first was chaired by Dr Hany El Banna, and the 

second by Dr Claire Spencer, Head of the Middle East and North Africa Programme at Chatham 

House. The event discussed the priorities of Yemeni civil society and perspectives of local NGOs, and 

offered a set of recommendations to the Friends of Yemen for their meeting that was held on 7 

March in London. 

 

Summary of media coverage: 

A total of 20 articles (12 Arabic, 8 English) were collected between 6-12 March 2013, which focused 

exclusively on the Friends of Yemen panel discussion in London. The articles appeared in a range of 

national newspapers in the UK and Yemen, including The Guardian and Al Thawra newspaper.  Of 

the 20 articles, a total of 10 articles mentioned The Humanitarian Forum and Dr Hany El Banna.  

 

List of media outlets that published the story: 

Arabic English 

  

14 October (newspaper - Yemen) The Guardian (newspaper – UK) 

Al Thawra (newspaper - Yemen) Yemen Online 

Akhbar Al Youm (newspaper - Yemen) Arabs Today 

Adan Al Ghad (newspaper - Yemen) Silobreaker 

Al Oula (newspaper - Yemen) ReliefWeb.int 

Al-Sahwa.net Trust.org 

Al Methaq.net Saba Net – Yemen News Agency 

Al Masdar Online  

Saba Net – Yemen News Agency  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Examples of media coverage: 

MEDIUM: AL THAWRA (ARABIC) page 2 

AUTHOR: Bassam Al Khawlani 

DATE: 6 March 2013 

 

 

International discussion taking place today in London will centre on Yemeni situation 

Chatham House, in partnership with humanitarian agencies in the UK, will hold a panel discussion on     

6 March ahead of the Friends of Yemen meeting to be held in London on the following day.  

“Humanitarian needs in Yemen remain dire, and overcoming those needs means also focusing on 

Yemen’s longer term recovery.  Both the immediate humanitarian needs and the longer term 

recovery will hinge on the pledged funds actually being delivered,” says Ali Tayeb, Country Director 

in Yemen at Mercy Corps. 

“We need to ensure that the Yemeni voice is heard in London and across the globe for the benefit of 

Yemeni people. To accomplish this, we must work together with the international community and 

local humanitarian partners to meet the needs and hopes of local communities in Yemen,” says Dr 

Hany El Banna, Founder and President of The Humanitarian Forum. 

The panel discussion will bring together representatives from Yemeni civil society and international 

non-governmental organisations (NGOs) to discuss the priorities of Yemeni civil society organisations 

and strengthen the country’s partnership with the international community. 

 

  



MEDIUM: ALSAHWA.NET (ARABIC) 

AUTHOR: Essam Al Bahri 

DATE: 6 March 2013 

 

Friends of Yemen...Aid and Accountability in a panel discussion in London 

A panel discussion took place today in London on the situation in Yemen under the title “Friends of 

Yemen: Aid and Accountability” which Chatham House organised ahead of the Friends of Yemen 

meeting taking place tomorrow in the British capital. (Link to full story is available in the next 

section). 

 

  



MEDIUM: YEMEN ONLINE (ENGLISH) 

DATE: 6 March 2013 

 

Panel discussion in London highlights recommendations for Friends of Yemen meeting 

Chatham House hosted a panel discussion today in London ahead of the Friends of Yemen meeting 

to be held tomorrow. The event brought together representatives from the governments of the UK 

and Yemen, Yemeni civil society and international non-governmental organisations (NGOs).  

The panel discussion comprised of two sessions. The first session, chaired by Dr Hany El-Banna, 

Founder and President of The Humanitarian Forum, discussed the priorities of Yemeni civil society 

and perspectives of local NGOs. Speakers included Mr Mohamed Murad Mutahar, Founder of 

Hemmat Shabab Foundation; Mr Rafat Al-Akhali, Co-Founder and Chair of Resonate! Yemen; and 

Ms. Jamila Ali Rajaa, Founder and Manager of Consult-Yemen. (Link to full story is available in the 

next section).  



MEDIUM: GUARDIAN (ENGLISH) 

AUTHOR: Les Roopanarine 

DATE: 7 March 2013 

 

Yemen’s humanitarian crisis masked by faltering steps towards democracy 

To talk of Yemen's humanitarian crisis is to talk of politics. If any reminder were needed of that, it 

was delivered with sobering clarity at a gathering of Yemeni civil society representatives, NGOs and 

government ministers at London's Chatham House on Wednesday. (Link to full story is available in 

the next section). 

 

  



Full Listing of Articles: 

http://almasdaronline.com/article/42489 
 
http://www.althawranews.net/portal/news-37383.htm 
 
http://www.althawranews.net/portal/news-37510.htm 
 
http://www.althawranews.net/portal/news-37331.htm 
 
http://www.sabanews.net/en/news301140.htm 
 
http://yemenonline.info/news-3504.html 
 
http://www.sabanews.net/en/news301135.htm 
 
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/panel-discussion-highlights-recommendations-for-friends-of-

yemen-meeting/ 

http://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/panel-discussion-highlights-recommendations-friends-yemen-

meeting 

http://news.silobreaker.com/panel-discussion-highlights-recommendations-for-friends-of-yemen-

meeting-5_2266663997564518432 

http://www.alsahwa-yemen.net/arabic/subjects/1/2013/3/6/27943.htm 
 
http://www.sabanews.net/ar/news301129.htm 
 
http://www.akhbaralyom.net/news_details.php?sid=65208 
 
http://adenalghad.net/news/41609/ 
 
http://aloulaye.com/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=5329:0000-00-
00+00%3A00%3A00&Itemid= 
 
http://alsjl.com/n/569639/ 
 
http://al-islah.net/new/view.aspx?id=924 
 
http://www.14october.com/news.aspx?newsno=3046826 
 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/global-development/2013/mar/07/yemen-humanitarian-crisis-faltering-
democracy 
 
http://en.arabstoday.net/20130306262307/panel-discussion-on-friends-of-yemen-accountability-
held-in-london.html 
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